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The Truth About Socialism 
By NORMAN THOMAS 
CHAPTER I 
D ON'T read this pamphlet if you are afraid to know the truth about socialism or fear that you might be per-
suaded to be a socialist. Don't read it if you think every-
thing is going to be lovely in America regardless of what 
you do about liberty, peace, jobs and plenty for all. 
But why another pa~phlet, you ask, when the books 
on socialism already existing could be piled' mountain 
high? 
The answer is, first, because misunderstandings of it 
h~ve been increased by the propaganda of its enemies and 
its false friends: and, second because the march of events 
makes necessary some reinterpretation of its essential prin-
ciples and their application. 
Sociali~m, like Christianity, has come to mean very dif-
ferent things to different groups of its disciples. The 
Encyclopedia Britannica, attempting an inclusive defini-
tion, says that "Socialism is the name given both to a 
widespread body of doctrines and to a worldwide move-
ment taking many different forms" and finally arrives at 
the definition that "Socialism is essentially a doctrine and 
a movement aiming at the collective organization of the 
community in the interests of the mass of the people by 
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means of the common ownership and collective control of 
the means of production and exchange." 
That leaves room for many different types of socialist 
doctrine and practice. We democratic Socialists must be 
more specific in order to win supporters for our cause or 
even to clear up the existing confusion. Hence this pam-
phlet. . 
We can't blame the average American for some con-
fusion when Hitler, his hands red with the blood of 
German socialists, extols National Socialism as a "new 
order" in opposition to capitalism, and Stalin speaks of 
the achievement of socialism in Russia under the Com-
munist Party, which has purged the country of socialists. 
Meanwhile here at home the New Deal has been called 
80metimes socialist and sometimes fascist, and "govern-
ment ownership," "collectivism" and "socialism" are words 
used by speakers and writers as if they all meant the 
same thing. 
Clearly it is imperative for the Socialist Party of the 
United States to make its own position clear. 
DEMOCRACY, NOT DICTATORSHIP 
First, then, true socialism is to be distinguished from 
fascism and communism because both of the latter, how-
ever they: differ, are dictatorial and totalitarian, and social-
ism is democratic. Every form of totalitarianism in prac-
tice insists that the individual exists for the state, is suh-
ject to the dictatorship of a "Ie~der" supported by the one 
legal party, and is without the civil liberties or rights that 
we cherish; that is, without the right "to know, to argue 
and to utter freely, according to conscience," or freely to 
assemble, or with like-minded folk to form organizations 
for common purposes. In totalitarian countries these rights, 
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so· dear to us all, are privileges to be exercised, if at all, 
only by permission of the dictatorship. Even justice is at 
the mercy of secret police. This description 3:pplies to 
totalitarianism in operation alike -in Fascist or Nazi coun-
tries and the Communist Soviet Republic. (The latter has 
a more liberal constitution on paper, and in practice is, 
unlike the others, free from race discrimination.) 
We socialists believe that the state, however necessary, 
is useful only as the servant of us all; that we should 
enjoy civil liberties as of right and not of favor from a 
dictator, and that among our rights is the right to par-
ticipate in our own government. 
Believing that true democracy is Lincoln's "govern-
ment of the people, by the people and for the people" we 
insist that that principle he extended to our economic life 
as against, on the one hand, "government of the people, 
hy the bosses, for the profits of absentee owners"; and on 
the other "government of the people, by the dictators and 
their bureaucrats, for the power and glory of a military or 
other totalitarian state." 
How this principle should be applied in managing 
socialized industries we shall later set forth. Here it is 
enough to say that collectivism is by no means necessarily 
socialist; it may be fascist. So may government owner-
ship. That depends on who owns the government, it 
depends on how and for what government-owned enter-
prises are operated. 
A high degree of collectivism or government control of 
economic processes is inevitable. It is immensely desir-
able that it should be carried on under the principles of 
democratic socialism. The alternative to such socialism 
cannot be the private capitalism of the 19th and early 
20th centuries even under the misleading alias of "private 
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enterprise." It will he some form of totalitarianism, prob-
ably an American fascism under a sweeter smelling name. 
(The late Huey Long was once asked, "Can America go 
fascist?" and he replied, "Sure, but we'll call it anti-
fascist") . 
That par"agraph contains two statements that will he 
hotly challenged by many: (I) That private capitalism 
isn't free enterprise; and (2) that it can't be successfully 
re-established in America. 
DO WE HAVE FREE ENTERPRISE? 
Newspapers, magazines and the air waves are choked 
with propaganda for a return t~ "free enterprise" after 
the war. There never was such an orgy of advertising, 
most of it not to sell things-th"ere aren't too many things 
to sell in war time, and you don't have to advertise exten-
sively to sell them-but to sell good will; i.e., capitalist 
propaganda. Incidentally you help to pay for it, 81 cents 
out of every dollar, because if the corporations couldn't 
deduct the dollars spent on advertising as "costs" from 
their profits, they would pay . 81 cents on each dollar in 
taxes, which, as matters now stand, the rest of us have to 
make up. 
Now "free enterprise" was a fairly accurate descrip-
tion of the earlier individualistic competitive capitalism, 
or, as the economists call it, the laissez-faire system. It 
was a freedom for owners and managers which cost the 
workers very dear. Remember the children six years of 
age who worked from dawn to dark in the textile mills of 
England more than a century ago. But the contradictions 
inside the system and the very processes of competition 
led to the growth of trusts and monopolies and the bank-
ers' or finance capital control of the shoddy "golden age" 
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of Coolidge "prosperity." There wasn't much freedom 
when the 200 largest corporations controlled more than 
50 % of the business wealth of America. 
Neither was there much prosperity just before the 
terrible depression when the boom was at its height. At 
that time there were around 2,000,000 unemployed work-
ers who wanted jobs, and about % of the families of 
America had family incomes of less than $1,500 a year. 
The Brookings Institution's studies showed that a decent 
management of our industrial capacity might have raised 
that to a minimum of $2,000 a family without cutting any 
at the top. Instead, our finance capitalism, which wasn't 
free enterprise, went into a tail spin. It cut our national 
income in half in less than four years. 
The New Deal, by government application of socialist 
immediate demands, but not socialism, brought much 
relief. But it never conquered poverty or unemployment. 
On the eve of the war boom, 23 % of our people had no 
place in the going economic order, their bread winners 
were unemployed, they knew the hell of uselessness even 
although they were fed by state intervention. 40% of" our 
people were below or barely on the line of proper sub-
sistence in food. A third of them were ill housed. That's 
what private capitalism under King Profit did for us 
Americans with the greatest resources and finest machinery 
in the world. 
WAR, PLANNING, AND ·CAPITALISM 
Then came the war. The government spent and 
planned for war. And despite its blunders, its mistakes, 
and its arbitrary red tape, unemployment was changed 
into a man power shortage and we worked miracles in 
production. At the end of the war, most of us will be 
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directly or indirectly employed by the .government, the 
government will be. the purchaser of 75% of our total 
output, it will own at least % of our industrial facilities 
(and those the most modern), it will possess 50 billion 
dollars worth of supplies. 
Mr. Jesse Jones, Secretary of Commerce and head of 
the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, assumes that the · 
most desirable course would be to turn over this great 
public investment to private owners through lease or sale. 
But that would mean much less than full employment and 
full production, the shutting down of so-called surplus 
factories. (They're called surplus only because the workers 
don't have enough money to buy back all that could be 
produced, and therefore do not have effective purchasing 
power) . 
Unscramble those eggs if you can and bring back 
"free enterprise" or even private capitalism! War controls 
can and must be relaxed and made more democratic. It is 
easier to plan for food and homes for people than for the. 
insatiable appetite of the great (;Qd of War. But plan we 
must for peace. King Profit must be dethroned. 
That's clear from the record. It is clear from logic. 
The supremacy of the profit motive, as time went on and 
the frontiers disappeared, did two contradictory things to 
our system. It made for scarcity because profit depends 
on a degree of scarcity. Every now and then we have to 
plow under corn and kill little pigs no matter how hungry 
folks are. Storekeepers have to be able to sing occasionally 
"Yes, we have no bananas," to keep up the price. The 
workers as a whole can't buy back the equivalent of what 
they produce. 
But at the same time, under the profit motive and the 
theory of private capitalism, investments are expected to 
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be immortal; the investor expects intere.st on his invest-
ment forever and then interest on the interest of so much 
of his investment as he reinvests. That is, private. capital-
ism is, or tries to be, at one and the same time a scarcity 
economy and a compound interest economy. Theoretically 
it urges us to believe that dollars can keep on breeding 
dollars. . 
But it is possible to have procreation of ants, men or 
money only if a life-stream flows through the body. Death 
of enterprise comes in the form of bankruptcy, a drying 
up of economic activity. The depressions which were a 
necessary part of private capitalism under King Profit got 
too terrible for too many human beings to be tolerable 
without state intervention. Even Mr. Hoover recognized 
that fact. The contradictions of private capitalism became 
socially unendurable. 
One dreadful but successful form of intervention by 
governments is preparation for war and periodically war 
itself. Then the government spends and destroys and an 
awful prosperity descends upon us. But apparently we 
can't spend on houses as we do on battleships. Nor can 
we spend money borrowed at interest indefinitely on any-
thing without a crash. A government may temporarily 
spend us into prosperity but not permanently-not, that 
is, on the basis of perpetual deficits and interest-bearing 
debt. 
On the other hand, it is supremely silly to say that 
with immense human wants unfulfilled we must have unem-
ployment. We don't; not if we'll plan for the fair distribu~ 
tion of abundance we can create. The place. where 
socialists start is the assurance that if we can produce 
plenty for war, we can produce plenty for peace; that we 
don't have to be afraid of our collective skill, or bury 
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ourselves beneath piles of undistributed goods. But to use 
that machinery requires a social policy directed towards 
the go~d of all. Such a policy with appropriate plans 
will be no by-product of the pursuit of private or cor-
poration profit. It requires social control of the means of 
production and distribution. 
HOW ABOUT PRIVATE PROPERTY/-
AND REVOLUTION? 
At this point in our argument someone is sure to 
interje.ct: "But do you mean to destroy private property? 
And what's this we hear about your advocating a revolu-
tion ?" 
Well, one thing at a time. Socialists don't want to 
destroy private property. We want more of it-of the 
right kind, that is. And that means less of the wrong kind. 
There's a big difference between a man's owning the 
clothes he wears and the food he eats, or the saw or the 
typewriter or th~ violin he uses, or the little business he 
runs and manages, and his "owning" as an absentee a 
share in a great corporation to which he contributes no 
labor of hand or brain, or a coal mine which he neither 
created nor helps to work. It is the last type of owner-
ship which exploits others. Our great task is to decide what 
we ought to own socially in order to have the maximum 
general ownership of those things that ought to be owned 
privately. 
As for revolution, it is a little odd that folks who are 
so proud of being Sons or Daughte.rs of the Revolution 
should be so afraid of being parents of one! Actually 
neither Socialists nor any other group is making the blind 
revolution in which we have long been caught, and of 
which two world wars in a generation are in part . an 
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expreSSIon. What makes revolution is the failure of the 
established order, political and economic, to use efficiently 
the existing productive apparatus for the common good. 
Socialists don't love revolution for revolution's sake; they 
want to guide and control what is alre.ady upon us for 
human well-being, for peace, not war, for a fellowship of 
free men, not the establishment of the totalitarian state. 
But who can control this blind revolution and guide 
it to a better, more secure. society? The fascist answer 
was the "elite," that is, the self-constituted aristocracy of 
their own leadership and party. Democracy was rejected 
on principle. Mussolini and Hitler expressed devotion to 
the people, not as individuals hut as national ma~s units. 
Hitler might say that he believed in government of the 
people, for the people, hut never by the people. His own 
party must rule. 
The Bolshevik or . Communist theory was similar 
except that the people who, as an abstraction, counted 
were the working class-not the nation-and the "elite" 
were Bolsheviks, not Nazis. Moreover, Lenin honestly 
expected that the dictatorship would wither away. He 
forgot that me~ covet power as much as property. 
This theory of the elite means in itself a denial of 
true liberty to most individuals and it breaks down because 
there is no way of determining the elite in terms of stand-
ards other than the successful manipulations of psycholog-
ical slogans and physical force. 
WHO CAN SAVE US? 
The truth is that the.re is no Messianic group or class 
destined to save us. Socialists do appeal to the workers 
because they are the creators of wealth. Most of us are 
workers with hand or brain; all able-bodied folk should be 
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workers. The interests of workers hoth as consumers and 
producers should prevail in a good society, and they are. 
different from the interests of those who seek to live by 
owning the resources and tools upon which our common 
life depends, or from the interests of the political manipu-
lators of the totalitarian state. But workers of all sorts 
don't instinctively know what they ought to do for their 
own interest. Freedom, peace and plenty can he achieved 
hut not just by breaking old chains. They re.quire a cre-
ative intelligence. There will always be need of leaders 
and managers; always a minority will he the vanguard of 
true progress. But no leader and no minority will or can 
do what needs to he done in the good society without the 
steady development of democratic participation in making 
great decisions and democratic control over managers. We 
the people must save ourselves. 
This development of democracy requires proper or~an­
izational instruments. Lahor unions, farmers unions, con-
8ume.rs' cooperatives are basic. When they allow their 
functions to be absorbed by an increasingly powerful state; 
becoming more interested in pressures .on government than 
in their own independence, they overlook their greatest 
opportunities for security. They are basic instruments for 
achieving and maintaining a rich and full industrial deinoc-
racy. So is the right sort of political party. And here our 
American democracy is . very weak. Our two major parties, 
Republican and Democratic, are very clumsy instrument-
alities for developing and expressing the popular will. 
The principal difference hetween them is that one is in 
and the other out. Yet, increasingly, custom and law ham-
per minor parties and prevent them in many states from 
even getting c'andidates on the ballot. 
We Socialists have long urged that nothing is more 
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necessary than an American political realignment. We· 
look with satisfaction and some envy on the rapid rise of 
the Coope.rative Commonwealth Federation in Canada to 
the position of . second-or, we hope, first-party in the 
Dominion. That is a party genuinely representative of 
farmers and workers, democratically controlled and social. 
istic in program. American Socialists would like to play 
the role of the Canadian Socialist Party in promoting 
some such vigorous mass party. Even in it there will be 
need of a socialist vanguard; and to bring about the mass 
political organization that our country so desperately needs, 
it is vital now to keep the Socialist Party alive and active. 
We don't ask you to join us because we are infallible 
and have perfect blueprints. Far from it. But we know 
that we have sound principles and are headed in the right 
direction. Here are some elements of our socialist pro-
~am oil which there is pretty general agreement. 
WHAT DO WE WANT? 
We demand a people's peace without vengeance or 
imperialism or the perpetuation of military rivalries. We 
want it to open up the road which will lead to a federa-
tion of cooperative commonwealths of the earth with frater-
nity of all races. 
Our most immediate concern is with building our 
America into a cooperative commonwealth, in overcoming 
the racial hates and prejudices that menace equally our 
peace and freedom, and in winning plenty for all. . 
Nobody has said the last word on how that is to be 
done. But we can outline a suggestive economic program. 
The most useful lesson to be learned from the war 
is its overwhelming demonstration of our great productive 
capacity. If that has been used with such terrible em-
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ciency in war's destruction, it can he used constructively 
in and for a world at peace. 
It is the husiness of government, as the agent of 
society, to see to it that our technological equipment is 
employed for the good of all. That means proper care. of 
the young and the aged and full employment at decent 
remuneration for the ahle hodied. It should he the definite 
ob jective of an economic planning commission to direct 
policies to the end that no family will fall helow a mini-
mum income sufficient for health and decency. It would be a 
mistake to try to make that minimum in, terms of dollars. 
It should he a variahle that would rise with improvements 
in technology and skill in social administration. 
In obtaining this social result we shall, of course, need 
an American Beveridge Plan for social security adapted 
to our situation. Here the work of the now defunct 
National Resources Planning Board will prove helpful, 
thoitgh by no means final. The hest American Be.veridge 
Plan can he no substitute for the chance to work at proper 
remuneration in a solvent economic order. 
The correct approach of government as the agent of 
society is through the establishment of the right sort of 
controls over economic resources and processes and not 
over men. It has become peculiarly important to say this 
hecause war has accustomed us to a more direct conscrip-
tion of men than of property. There is a dangerous idea 
that liberty is scarcely anything more than an approximate 
equality of slavery or sub jection to an all-powerful gov-
ernment, and that if that government will feed its con-
scripts w~ll it will have done its duty. The slogan for such 
a society should he "Milk from contented cows"; that 
kind of society would he incapable of achieving the maxi-
mum of abundance after it has stifled freedom. 
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CONTROL THE COMMANDING HEIGHTS 
The commanding heights of our system are owne.rship 
of land and natural resources; of money, banking and 
credit; and of the great mon.opolies and semi-monopolies, 
including the public utilities. If these are properly con-
trolled socially, and if that control is supple.mented by a 
sound plan for social security, the right kind of taxation, 
and full protection Cor the rights of labor, there will be 
room for private enterprise, and 'certainly room for, and 
need of, consumers' cooperatives. Socialist economists have 
e.stablished the fact that the price system can be used in 
such an economy to give consumers some effective choices 
and to make excessive regimentation unnecessary without 
at the same time making private profit lord over the eco-
. 
nomIC process. 
Let us consider now these commanding heights: 
1. Control of land and natural resources. The war has 
made the proper control of these basic sources of all 
wealth a more urgent matter than ever before. 
The principle should be that the mineral wealth of 
America should be publicly owned, and that the extrac-
tion and processing of it should be controlled by public 
corporations. The ultimate title to all land should vest in 
society. It is, however, socially valuable that men should 
have land to live on and cultivate which they can feel is 
theirs. The problem of land could be met, in general, by 
asserting that a society which creates rental value for 
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land is entitled to it, and applying Henry George's prin-
ciple of a tax taking over that rental value. The same 
general result might be obtained by other devices under 
which the government as the agent for society would lease 
it to home and farm owners with security of tenure. Such 
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occupants of land should meet certain minimum require-
ments concerning the protection of woodlands and the 
fertility of the soil. 
Farm collectives should not be made a universal and 
compulsory form of agriculture, as in Russia. Such collec-
tives on a cooperative basis should be allowed to grow 
and spread by their success. They might well be estab-
lished in place of existing large plantations where they 
would probably he more effective than a division of the 
plantations into small farms. 
2. Money, banking and credit: In war and peace the 
principle should he that the supply of money is the husi-
ness of government; it must he divorced from the lending 
of money hy private hanks or even the government. There 
is no sensible defense for a system under which we have 
to pay private hankers a profit for creating the larger 
part of our supply of money. Naturally their interest in 
their own profit plays a great part in determining how 
much money the puhlic shall have and what shall he done 
with it. 
Banking as well as the control of the supply of money, 
should be a public function, not monopolized hy one fed-
eral system hut with room for credit unions or cooperative 
hanks and municipal and state hanks. 
3. Puhlic utilities, monopolies and semi-monopolies 
should he owned hy the government as the agent for soci. 
ety, hut they should not he operated through political 
appointees of the omnipotent political. state. They should 
he administered under public corporations; that is, cor-
porations whose directors represent. consumers, manage-
ment and workers of various categories. This will permit 
a genuine democracy of control. There can also be con· 
siderable decentralization through the appropriate use of 
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federal and local public corporations, for instance in the 
utilities field. 
Democracy will be better served by public ownership 
of basic enterprises than by public control over private 
enterprise-which is the Nazi system'. The latter device 
may occasionally be used without fascist results-witness 
the Tennessee Valley Authority, but its indefinite extension 
is dangerous. Either the private partner will get the better 
of the state, as so often happens in the partnerships of 
government and husiness in this war, or the state., in order 
more easily to assert its power in partnership or control 
over business, will become militaristic and dictatorial, as in 
Nazi Germany. It is true that early Socialists may have 
over-emphasized outright ownership -as the only way in 
which social control could be asserted. Now there is a 
tendency to go too far in the opposite direction and to 
forget the power over men's opinions and acts which the ' 
word "ownership" and the idea of "ownership" will long 
continue to hold. It is far easier democratically to operate 
what the people own than what belongs even nominally 
to private owners. 
Does this sound dry and dull to you? It is the very 
stuff of life. What we are talking about is the plain fact 
that if we would hut wake out of our haunted sleep of 
ignorance and prejudice we could make a world without 
poverty and with~ut war. And we could do it as free men 
in fellowship, not as slaves to any totalitarian state. Indeed, 
that's the only way we can do it. This good society of 
plenty, peace and freedom is the goal of democratic social-
ism and will require democratic ,socialism. And the Social-
ist Party is an invaluable organization for achieving it. 
Can you afford not to join it in this task which means so 
much to you and all of us? 
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The Socialist Party 
A sketch of how the Party works, what it 
does, and the relation of each member to it. 
CHAPTER II 
The Socialist Party is a membership organization of 
those who want to be active in the. achievement of a Social-
ist America and a Socialist world. 
The Party seeks to educate its members and the public 
to an understanding of how our society functions (and fails 
to function) and why the only answer to its failure is a 
Socialist society. 
The task of a Socialist is not that of a preacher who 
is out to "save souls . ." We believe that to get people 
involved in specific actions which inevitably assume 
(though sometimes without a full understanding of its 
implications) an anti-capitalist or anti-totalitarian nature., 
is to bring them close to understanding the bankruptcy of 
our declining economic order and the road to a new order. 
Thus the building of a strong aggressive and united labor 
movement., the campaign for democratic peace aims, the 
strengthening of farm and cooperative organizations., every 
struggle for civil rights, no matter ho~ isolated., all add 
to the Socialist commonwealth we seek to build. The driv-
ing power behind the Socialist movement arises precisely 
from the abuses of capitalism and totalitarianism, and we 
grow in direct relationship to our ability to show the inter-
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relation of these struggles and the need for coordinating 
them with the fight for Socialism. 
What does this mean? It means that members regard 
their associates-friends, shop-mates, neighbors, fellow 
club-members, etc., as potential Socialists. They enlist their 
help on specific projects-signing a petition, writing a 
postcard to their Congressman or the President, phoning 
a newspaper editor, helping a strike, joining a union or 
a co-op. 
More than that, it means they link these specific 
actions together by getting their associates to read THE 
CALL, wee.kly Socialist Party paper, and other Socialist 
literature, to attend meetings where Socialists speak, to 
listen to Socialist radio programs. Members help their 
friends think their way through by giving their own Social. 
ist explanation of day to day trends and eve.nts-an expla-
nation which springs normally · from our analysis of the 
class nature of society and the historical processes which 
. have made al~ the industrial countries ripe for a Socialist 
society. 
LONE WOLVES GROW WEAK 
No Socialist can be effective for long without an organ-
ization, to which he can bring his contacts, and through 
which he can receive help and guidance in reaching non-
Socialists on topical issues in an organized manner. That 
organization is the Socialist Party. Its task on a local and 
a national basis is to carryon immediate issues, to reach 
non-Socialists with both those aims, and to raise funds to 
conduct this activity. 
The Socialist Party practices full and complete democ-
racy within its ranks. Policy and management are in the 
hands of the members. 
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A national convention meets every even-numbered 
year, made up of delegates chosen by the dues-paying 
membership in each state. The convention decides pol-
icies, nominates candidates for office when that is neces-
sary and elects a National Executive Committee to direct 
the Party's work between conventions. A referendum of 
the membership is the highest voice in all matters. 
The National Executive Committee consists of 13 mem-
bers, meets quarterly or more often when necessary, and 
sets up and supervises the National Office and THE CALL, 
both located at 303 Fourth Avenue, New York City. The 
National Office, staffed by a national secretary, other execu-
tive and office workers, organizes new Party sections and 
helps old sections with their work and problems. 
Where there are a sufficient number of local organiza-
tions of the Party in one state, a state organization func-
tions, supervises new organizational work in the state and 
handles issues peculiar to the state (such as nominating 
tickets for state office). 
The basic unit of Party organization is the Party local 
in any organization or community. The locals and branches 
are the membership bodies to which members come to dis-
cuss and plan their work. Frequently specific activities 
may he carried on through working committees-trade 
union, co-op, race problems, civil liberties, etc. 
Regular national party dues are $5.00 per year, dual 
dues (husband and wife) are $6.00 per year, emergency (low-
wage) dues, $3.00 per year, unemployed dues are $1.00 
per year, and sustaining dues are $25.00 per year or more. 
THE CALL costs $1.50 per year for non-members and is 
sent automatically to members upon payment of their 
membership fee. Dues of servicemen and conscientious 
ohjectors are waived for the duration. 
20 
FREE DISCUSSION-UNITED ACTION 
Particularly in these trying days, the Party strives to 
speak with a united voice on the challenging questions we 
face. To confront a public increasingly conscious of these 
questions with half a dozen points of view all labeling 
themselves "Socialist" would be to create confusion, not 
clarity. 
Thus a Socialist is free to challenge any official posi-
tion of the Party within the channels of membership meet-
ings, referenda and discussion organs which the Party 
affords. He is free to seek to organize support for his own 
point of view, and seek to change the official position to 
conform to his view, in keeping with the Party's demo-
cratic tradition. 
The Socialist Party has a youth section which carries 
on work among young people. This is the Young People's 
Socialist League, which has a structure which parallels that 
of the Party. Young people, and those whose work is with 
the youth organizations, belong in the Y.P.S.L., whose office 
is at 303 Fourth Avenue, New York City. The Y.P.S.L., 
publishes a monthly paper "CHALLENGE" which sells for 
50 cents a year. 
The official newspaper of the Socialist Party is THE 
CALL. It carries the Socialist vie.wpoint on current hap-
penings and is required reading for all who are interested 
in Socialism. THE CALL presents the view that is agreed 
upon by the majority of th~ Party. 
WHAT SOCIALISTS DO 
Socialists are active in all organized groups of workers, 
or in organizing such groups where they do not exist. 
Those include primarily the economic organizations, such 
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as unions (agricultural as well as industrial), cooperatives, . 
civil liberties, fraternal, recreational and cultural groups, 
educational groups, such as parent-teacher associations, and 
tenants groups. Socialists must be the most militant and 
devoted members of these groups, both because they be-
lieve in achieving the utmost possible gains for the workers, 
and because by winning the confidence of their associates 
they can carry the final Socialist message with greater con-
viction-that only Socia~ism can really solve their problems. 
All such work, moreove.r, is carried on in a concerted 
manner-all Socialists working in a given group take an~ 
abide by common counsel, under the advice of the Socialist 
local, and report regularly to the local on such activity. 
Socialists are not merely dues-paying members of the 
Party. They actively participate in some phase of work 
for which they are best fitted. Their participation con-
sists not merely of going to Socialist meetings, but also 
in accepting regular work assignments. Even if they are 
taxed to capacity by work in some outside organization, 
they should at least re.port to the Party and seek its advice 
on their work. 
They should be ACTIVE members-not just members. 
Socialists, therefore, attempt to educate themselves, to 
try to . influence their friends and co-workers, to support 
the Party financially and actively, and to use their talents 
and abilities for the advancement of the Socialist move-
ment. They get subscriptions to THE CALL, read and 
write articles for Hammer and Tongs, keep abreast of 
the Party problems and · discussions, urge their friends to 
join the Party. Every member who really takes his Social-
ist duty seriously is adding a rivet to the .democratic 
structure of the future Socialist society. 
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YOII~II Never Get Rich 
You'll never get rich by joining the Socialist Party. 
THAT is not the Royal Roard to Riches. But don't let that 
keep you from joining. The odds are 1,000 to 1 that you 
will never be rich anyway, and what with the war and the 
economic breakdown that ,viII probably follow it, the odds 
are growIng worse. 
Although you won't make a lot of money by joining 
the Socialist Party, there are many ways in which you 
WILL be richly rewarded. 
Y o'u' II be richly rew,arded in the knowledge that you 
are partici pating actively in the crusade for a warless 
world, for a world society of freedom; peace and plenty. 
, 
You'll be richly rewarded in the fellowship of a 
struggle for a better u,orld together with a host of sincere 
and courageous comrades who are working towards the 
same goal. 
You'll be richly rewarded in knowing that you aren't 
supinely and passively awaiting the judgments of history 
- be they good or bad - but are actively MAKING 
history. 
You'll be richly rewarded in knowing that you are 
doing your part in fighting fascism and its creator -
capitalism - both at home and abroad, and that you are 
helping to build a World Co-operative Commonwealth. 
THAT IS WHY YOU SHOULD JOIN THE SOCIAL 
1ST PARTY TODAY! 
For More Information Write 
NATIONAL OFFICE, SOCIALIST PARTY 
303 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
"Better Than Ever" . 
Official Weekly Newspaper, Socialist Party, U. S. A. 
THE CALL 
Contains WEEKLY COLUMNS by 
NORMAN THOMAS McALISTER COLEMAN 
LILLIAN SYMES WASHINGTON CALL BUREAU 
$1.00 for 35 weeks - $1.50 for 52 weeks 
$2.00 for 2 years 
• 
"It seems to me that comparison of THE CALL 
with the hig commercial dailies suffices to illus-
trate why it is necessary to keep it alive, come hell 
or high water ••• THE CALL is a great paper. All 
that it needs to make it a greater one is a higler 
circulation." 
-PAUL WARD, WtUhington 
Correspondent, Baltimore Sun 
• 
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